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EDITCR'S PAGE.

* You have wi%h you the . issue of " Avana Amudhaﬁ",
which carrier four articles in Bnglish and one in Tamil.
" With a view to make this pufely a Research‘Journal,
Research:articles have:alone been selected for puhlicatibn.
The change, of name of the-journsl is in the ofting and
until then the name " gvana Amudhom® exisfs.

Of the four articles in Inglish, the first one by

Dr. Thongamani is the Historical study of Veena Dhanarmal’
which brings to light her early life and gredual but grand
raise in.the field of rusic. The second one is "Some
Reflections on Srifurobiundiar Theory of Bvolution" which
attempis a new approach to Aurobindb's EhiiOSOphy. The
éuthor} Dr.Sam Christopher stresses that evolution in
Aurobindo';{philoSOphy is based on obtimistic and . -
practical outlook. |

The other article by Dr.lanimekalai Subbiah dwells.
upon "Yomen and Social “eform" with special reference to
Re -marriage of Yidows' It traces the history of Widoiw
. Reform Tlovements in Tamil MNadu énd criticése; the attitude
of peonile towards widows. In his article Dr.Selvaraj deals
‘with "The Migration of Tamil culture in Sri Lanks during
the Chola period®. Its aim is to establish the fact that
the Imperial Cholas introduced izmil culture and »
fadministrative systems'in the countfies_conquerred bv them

~ The lone article in Tamil is on #4nnie Besant by

Thiru 3.Muthusami. It is not merely a life'sketch_of the
great lady who "Hinduised Theosophy and Theosophised
Hinduism", but a character ahalySis and personality study’
as well. This article is the reproduction 6f the innie
‘Besant Hemorial Iecture delivered by “the author at Vellore

I would like ©0 request the authors to limit the
. nages of their artiéle‘to a very reasonable number.

- K. S.X.PELMANT,
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Yeena Dhanammal 4 Higtoricel Study

By: Dr.Pon.Thangamani, M.A., »
_ Phll., Ph. D.,

‘DhanamMal ponuleily alled Veena Dhanam, was born
-in May 1868, in Tangore, 1n_an Orthodox family long devot-~
 ed to nmusic and bharata natya (dance) " The fam;ly»back-
lground played a remarkable role in developingiﬁer talents
in Veena. Dhanammal had her early educatlon frOm her, own :

mother, Sundaramma, a mu51clan, ‘who_ learned mu81c fron

!

Subbaraya Sastrl. Her grandmother, Kamakshl was also a

-,mu51c1an of repu+e. Alaga31n arqcharl; a Sathada

Srl Valshnav1te taught her the orellmlnarles of Veena PlayZ

I“.|

/ Her elegdnt and enchantlng v01ce_f: . helped_per to
become -y successful mu3101an._ | o _:
For family bnckgroun@ and the 81tuat10n, oontrlbut-
ed to her talent in mu31cf3; 2 Fomakshlapnal and Dhanam
‘ had sung bongs when Manlka Mudallar, who stayed in the
_ Mint Street Madras, Uas offerlng religious serv1ces on
: jFrldaysfh:} Dhanam recelved the stlmulous to 1earn WH:

‘fVeena from Nanlcka Mudallar.

—-—————-—-———-—-—.———_—-—--._——-

1. T.Sankaran, Isai Metaizal, (Tamll) 1962, Madras, p.8%

2 R. Rangaramanuaa Iyengar, Carnatlc Music Sivananda Nagar,
: 1958 P.62 .
%« 0Py Clits P.85

4. T.Sankaran, D:Lrector, Rajah Annamalai Mantram Madras,
Personal Interview with him at Rajah Annamalal
Mantram, Madras-1, 22nd October 1982.

“* TLecturer in History (S @)
Pre31dency College, Nadras-S._




She is Eaid-to have beguﬁ'learning'to play on the Veena
in her twelth year, under Ala31ngaraya, a talented
amateur of those tlmes. ‘Me young artist ccmpleted her
mus1cal educatlon by 1eqrn1ng pod ams from Balakrlshnayya,
and Javalis under the guldance of Dharmqpurl SubbaraVa
Iyeri5 o A ' | |
' Dhanam accompanied by her brother Narayanaswqmy
»begen to glve publ;c-performances at the age of seven6
When she was eleven, she started her career as an Inde~
pendent Muslclan. She was bcentlc about her success as a
Veena Player. However, she derlvod conflderCe and 1nsp1-
qtlon out of the twO performwnees :1vcn oy Kalyanakrishna
Ayyar of Palghat in the @ity -of Madras.7 Te elouas of
-doubt and‘desnair disapﬁearﬁd veryteoon\ani -she fook %he :
Veena Wlth confidence to bCCOMu an 1ntﬂllectual luminary
in the art of music. She gave oqual 1mnortanee to Vocal
mu81c with that of the Veenq. She hqd sung more than a
Athousnnd songs in six lﬂngqu\s comnosed by as many as -
seventy poets, whlch nade her wvery popular - The prqctlce

of s1ng1ng in tht GVPnln” on all Frldays, New JG&TS Day

Krlshnq Jayantl added to her knowledge ofwmu81c.

———-——-.—-.-.——--.—--'-—-—--—~-—-—-—

5. Ms.. Dhanam Memorial Conmlttee'13919—
.6. Ibid, P.4 B

7.R. REngaramanujq Iyengqr, Carnatlc Musics,
Slvananda Nagar, 1958, 62

8. Ibidl Pf62
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In 81ng1ng Dovbrqm and Tlruvaoaﬁom sha.had no equqls in
’the contemporary porlod 9 she hud the talrnt to Dlng and
play on V@ena swmultanoously. . |

Shn.could ”1V)»a complete plcture of a rane.ln ﬁwo
fmlnutes or even less and gave the feellnrr taat there qu
‘ nothing morc to bb said about 1%e 19 Such Wwos her talent.

Dhanam s fame attracted tho attention of lovers of
music from far and wido. The RaJas of MySOre, Travancore
and. Baroda ohowere& prpsents qnd norqulsltes on her11.”
Her name 1toelf stood for a s+orehOUSn of Ganarese,.-

Marathi and Hlndl songs. RaJq quab ALl Khan Chowdry, a

membor of tho Indlan Central Commltt e attoohe& to the
12

Slmon COmmlelOn heard her mus1c at Madr~S. Vhen the

Ragqh of Tehri was in Mudrws,.she entortalned hln with

'hor Sweet, Clpar and pcwerful vo:Lco.13

Her oOpularlty had
-not falled to oqtch the at*nntlon of even the Congress
_onganlsaulon, Wthh in: 1936 durlng tho Golder Oubllee
Celebratlon askod hcr £6° perform a concbrt. Hcr swbot
tonguo kept thﬂ audlenco spell bound and nqde them to
forget thc surroundlngs Sho dcsorvbd the'apprec1aulon

of 8. Sathyamurthl on thls occqs1on 14

._-—q_—_-_.b...»._-b—--_—-—————-—--—-—

9. T. Sankaran, Isai Metaigal, (Tamil),1962 Madras P.90
10.T.8.Parthasarathy, ed, Tl"or Vqraddchquar, Birth
Centenary Comnerora wtion Volume, 1977, p.6 :

11.‘B.Ran"uramaruaa Iyon;ar, qunqtlc Mus1c, blvnnanda
Nagar, 1958, P.62

12. Ibid, P.57
13, Ibid, P.57 ’ ‘
14, T. Sankaran, Isai M@t“lg%l (Lﬂlll) 1962,Madras P.20
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5j§anyjdeveﬁe&%muSiciane;‘bothﬂprofessiohalhas-we114as"
‘"amateﬁ;; floekeduher house and got-fhemselves eneertained'
by her music and refined their art. She was at the,height ‘
of prosperity in the latter part of her lifes
Veena Dhanam passed away on 14th October 1938 to0 the
‘gorrow of a multitude of lovers of music. All South India
falt that in the death of Veena Dhanam, the galaxy of
Carnatic music hgs lost one of its brightest stars. The |
Hindu wrote that "her death is an irreparnble losa to the»
world of music, for with her is lost a vast wealth of
trqdition and “technique which could have been rescued from
'ObllV10n at a comparativcey srall: cost if the- various
bodies, OfflClal and unofflclal, which . are supposed to
nﬂwter the arts had reallsed thelr duty in the natter.15""
T A commlttee_was_formed on 17th May;1939 to devise
measures to prepetuate the memory of the late Veena Dhanan,
"the diefénguished South Indiah musical artiste: Many pro-
minenﬁ.citizens-and_music,lovers ﬁere‘of.ﬁhe opinion that
her serviqes-to.music Sﬂould be fittinglyireeegnized by a
suitable Memorlal being raised to give expre381on to the
unlversal esteem in which her art was held. 318 Commlttecr
suggested a nusic 1nst1tut10n in her name whlch would be_
the nursery for the Droparqtlon of ‘her characterlstlcally
endearing nethods of tho art, which well deserve to be _
culled the Dhanhar School Under the aueplces ef the Muslc

S

: Acadﬂmy, Madrqs, a l“r“rly att“ﬁi‘o puollc mc'tln" xas

held on 3rd Novewbrr 1538, und(r thr"rceldOPtshln of
‘Hon'ble C. LQJ“FODﬁlQCh"r¢ ot the Madras Uniw ¢r31ty Exo

" nination Hall tec pay homage to the late Veena. Dheonan

15. Te dlndu 15th October 1938.
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-Some»Reflections onMSri Aurobindian theorytof evolution

* Py s Sam ChrlstOpher M. A., M.lhll.,
, , M.Ed., PhaDe.,

The concept ofﬁevolqtion in Aurdbindo's
fhilosoph& is e'heWtapproacﬁ'to spiritualistic field in
elscientific way éﬁd“d deparbure from the collapsing
.materlallstlc statewents of evolution. If is not a2 mere
process .of fornatlon nor ig 1im1ted to- the physical and
_blologloal dqta of nature llke wostern idea of evdlutlon
but it 1s a modern sc1ent1f1c effort to- observe the
mmanlfestatlon of higher prlnciples of Realltles through-
_out the- complete schene of matt r, life and mind. Beérgson's
theory of evolutlon believes in elanv1tal ceaselessly
changlng and creatlng new modes of llfe. Tho norld is the
manlfestatlon of such a v1tal surge or clanv1tal Which ‘
arguments ;tcelf-by its cre@tlon. According to Bergson,
"To exist is to channe,;to chanﬂe'is “to mqture, to nature
- is to go on creatlng oneself ondlessly.“1 Unfortunately
Bergson's mechanlcﬂl theory of evolutlon demolishes the
» thGOlOglCul ylew.of evolutlon. Prof.S.K.Waltra-observes,
"e flow thaf is nol.a flow towards enything, a movementA

that is not.direcced by any end ic unrelieved mechanism,"?

1, Bergson, Creatlve Volution, P8 :
2. S.K. Maitra, The: Mcetlng of the Bast and the West
in Sri Aurobindo's Philosophy. P. 38 '
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It leads in fbtalyiﬁdeterminiSW. Accdr&ihéffd'Béfgson we
'cannot deternlne before hand' what partlcular forn of |
11v1ng creature will the world evolve in its onvard
narch. But Auroblndo s theory of cvolutlon is teleologi-
caliwhere we find detormination of present by,future. '
'qu1ut10n~f6r him_is a proceSs; every step ofiﬁﬁich;i§ ;
directed by -the sPirit and in every-ﬁoyeméntvbéaré>on‘
its face-the st;mp;of ;ﬁs spiritual'grigin,'Bergso;fs
theory pFoves that elanvital monifests in higher éﬁggeg_’; :
of Reslit§\only but not in lower fOrns of matter. But
Luroblndo provps the nanlfeﬁtatlon of Divinsz fronuatter
to Tife. Hegel llke Aurobindo tries to prove beth-unity
and differcence but he_ldentllles the Absolute with the
huran consqiousness and he Fas noﬁ%onception of bivinei
d;éce. ?léto liP . u*oblndo scarches for a supcr—nlnd,
but h1° demlurge creatﬂs mnore. dlfflcultles that it can
solve. Hartmann llke Auroblndo afflrms a valuatlonal
.standp01nt but he crcates a dichotOmy between value and-
disyplue. Whltehead like Auroblndo 1ntroduccs organic-
view~nf Reallty but it is vitiated by Naturalism. If wo
consldor Pletlnus, Goethe, Spengler and many Sifiar o
'thlnkers it nay be said that in Auroblndo we have the
rectlflcqtlon of all errors and 11n1tat10ns in the
prcat DhllOSOUhlpS of ths Wbst. qu,sreatcst nerit of |
Aurablnoo.s nhllnscnh" of ovoluticn is tha nt he ﬁ?fﬁmpté‘
a nénySide 1“5f~*~+1fn cf °C1“Yg‘, rata nhVSInq and

religicn, of 1u;a11“ﬂ“ qnd ﬁﬂ:ﬁrisliSﬁ.3

- — -— - — e e am =
B T T — - e e me e e - — - -

3 3 In N -\ ) w3
3. V.S:Nnravane, Ealern Indion ™ ou~h”, 1967, "M.210-211.
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Aurobind 's’ v151cn of eveluticn rests cssentially
'upon his cxp(rlonce. 'He re nlls s that w1thout power noth—
1ng can be tra nsforned So the concept of powor, ohﬁktl 1sf
5] keynotc to his Yogq. Aurobindc says, "1f both- Vx1stence
and'Eorce 5eing-inert 'both of.theh unconsCiousqand'un-'
1ntollgent - thﬂrp cen not- be any purpose or. final goal 1n'
evolutlon. But if we- Suppose or find Dx1stencu tc be
“5onsolcus being the problcn arises. We may indeed suppcse
a conscious being Wthh is subject to its natureéof Fbroe,'
conpolled by it and w1thout cptlon as to whethur 1t shgll
4

nanifest in the unlverse cr rcnain unrﬁnlfcst." It 1s'one‘
of the 1mpcrtant feﬁtures of Indian Philqsqphy that it is
basod on the CCDCGpt of force or Shakti. Shakti is thé
-%ctivc pr1n01pl¢ which noves to be" LVOlVOd. In Sankhyd
philosophy it is Prakriti: in'Tantra‘itzis«Shakti‘often
wgréhippﬁd'astali.dndsin ﬁﬁvﬁitaEVedaﬁta it-iS'Maya.
_Srl Auroblndoprovos tha t evolution is the cvolutlon ol
consciogsnessnas a ccnstantly devcloping forece which of -
_i%é owh accofdilies dornant in'ﬁattnr; Jvolutl m is not
s1mply an 1ncr\331ngly CCleOX c“nflguratlnn of mntt
and notion pr081dpd over by cha anc ey nor is 1t the araduaL‘
emcr"unce of new . qualltles in wcc1ﬁontﬂl fashwnn and
superlorVVglues all'cut.of,the veid. Bveluticn is the
w.’tlv\‘zﬁvc—z_ﬁ’cur'o of the'wcrld-spirit in thc unchdrfad

Scenn or Cun501rnc 30 that the infinite possibilitics

--—————_u——_—-u—-—-o———_-—-

"
.L
. 1 ! +
iﬂherent in rcallty-wmv be infinitely ezpressed in -
f

Jivine, V‘l 1. P,84



g
ﬁd%erial c;dndition.5 im the words of Sfi'AurQbindc? "a1]
evélution:is %ﬁ-essepce a heightening of the force of
V“cbnsciOUSﬁess in the manifest being so that it nay be
'raiSGdfinto the greater intensity of:what.is still'un—
anlfest from natter 1nto llfb, from life«into mlnd from

mind into spirit."

& : < : . ol

The suprene Redli%y according tQ¥Sri Aurobindo ié o
Enahman,'the'eternal aabsoiute ﬂnd Infinifi .he. hlghest
positive expression of Brahnan is Sachchld”nﬂnd“ cr
Existonce'— ccnscicusness'— Bliss. It is Dut ”f sh\

~Bliss.that fhevﬁivine‘(Brahﬁan) Mﬁnlfu ts to Hinself aé

;,is‘active. The

this world when the consciﬁus - fore

(e

SelijOHSCiOuSHéSS of quhuan which “ig .at thc sarce time

the ﬁowe} of ﬁlfﬂxnnlrpstab¢vn is kncwn  as ’”upurmnnd’

in Aurobiﬁdc Dhll“SOphy. Ihb punr~~mdntnl decr ros>nct

work by 11rﬂc{ﬁs as nurublnﬂu repeatedly says, ' Thore is
- . :

roqlly ne such thlnb as erﬁcl s. The noticn of miraclec

is ﬁbsurd Thdrb arﬁ‘cnly ph;nomenq Cf wh SC process we

are 1ﬁnorqnt Thb bupﬁrm1nd is . a 'Real idea', a !t Truth-

T

conséibusnoss‘, Tt is, through th“ supcrmlrr1 that tht
Divine manifests hlmsolf as this world. It is with the
Suvermind that the proc~ss of s“lf 11m1t°tinn.éﬁd self-

1nd1v1duallzat10n suqrts in ?rahﬂpn.

N

Bycluticrn 1n»Aurob1nd~'%~ﬂh11h°ophv is n)t nare

ascent like nmdern secience anﬂ phJIOSLﬂhV but th@ whrl»’

—-—————..-——. - _ -
- - - e . — o aE— - —

5. V.S5.Naravana = Modern Indian Thourht PP.216=~217

6. Te Life Divinc. TT. p.726.
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course of evcluticn stdnds on twe basic pcints ascent
and descent of fhe spirit. In the beginning Sachchida-
nanda is th_unitary principle. But.the-Etornal; fhob
'infinité; the one Wants tc be mﬁny. 'Ekan'sad vinéé
vqhuﬂha Vﬁdﬂntl. The.Sachchld naaﬁa thrragh thb sup cr-
ind dnsconds 1nto mind, 1lifs and'mattcr._Thg supernind
is absclute knowledge and power. It is vidgﬁ. It is'
the knbwlcdge-of Rbalify ahd aléo cf the werld to ba;
It never misses the essential uﬁity with the Sachchidaj
‘nanda. Rut when if’ccmes~doén_to the lavel gf rnind tha
'uﬁif&uisvios? #h2, ‘one Bobomes many. The parpétual passage
frOm_Bcing:to éobéﬁing is vhat Sri Aurchindc calls S

dcvclutiéh..ln this'grndunl passag: tho active principle

(Qat)

* '

(chlt) b¢ccmbs delatﬁd fron thJ passive Bel

U‘Q

The ordwr of descending 1s potlvq ed t0 beccne nany md‘V
fh- plqy w1ll not stop until all, the poss1b111t1es havb
bbun rnqllsod In thls . stage of davolutlcn cun3010usngu t
scatpers itself and gocs on<fragmentatisn. It is just
likp 'Universal Being was concealed by frggﬁentation,"
(Veda x 129. 1.5). Mind is.a%idja which ié.the iﬁmcdinte
manifeéfor of the world in which wé'live. When supor—
mlﬁd déséeﬁdé_tb mind ignorance starts. The ncxt étdﬁz
of_doséénf is 1ife where the:tendency £ owards muitipli?

city becones proninent. The last stage in duscent is

fode

natter where gach aten is separate from cthers so that

fragmentgtioh is complete and unity is complately lesgh,
= = ’ - . s

It sheuld bé:hbteﬂ thnt ignoronce is not the total

denlal of {“fwl e dut knc¥ladge hiding itsell -nl

e
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'thereby ‘appearing as soae$hinv ¢lsc. Hence there is always
SQ:é *1:nont of knowledge in ig 1oiance which clement is a.
‘very dim sentiéncp in the ficld of natter. Sri Aurobiﬁdo
cénceives of a stage wherc cven this'sqntiance is absont
and calls it Inconscience..ihis ié the ccemplete less of'
sp1r1t Thus when the dovnlutlon is CUﬁUlet“ 1t is plungp
cf 11ght cnvqred by 1ts own shqﬁﬂw, matter.

The Inflnlte is ccntnlnpd 1n th flnltc as. tho tree

=

2

and 2ll its branches aro in th;_ssed. This is what Sr

fvrobindc calls invelution. The spirit is involved in.

natter and matter is invclved in spirit, withcut this in-
velution no svolution cculd. take placs.- Nothing can
: . s 5 » 5 B

evolve sut of nattar Whiﬂh is not therc in alrcady con-

2]
.H’

tained. Invcluticn cr de scont is not the an cf th2 pro-
cesé.~Thé_next'phase is vclurlcn cr ﬁSC“nt whlch Sri
Aurobiﬂdo callé"the Splrlts' rcturn to itsélfﬂEvclution
accordlng to Sri Aurcbindo, as Pr.S. K.Aqltra explains,
'is a widening, a h>1ght ening and an 1nt~"r~t1kn.

!Evclutlnn is an ascent'frcm a lbss mwnlfest ccndltlcn of
the cnnsciouéness. Forco to a nJru ﬂnlfbst hfndltlon.
It xs also an integraticn of tho hl?h er with the lcwer
states. This means{ﬁhat when a higher ppinéiple cmarges,
it GGSCOnds'into the lower cnes andxcaﬁses a tranéfor-
:thn'n of tha“. Ls natter, whérc Spirit.isVs1eeping cr
appqr@ﬁtly lest, is the lest tern of invelution. It is
thé“first o bﬂccﬂe ranifes :

t in ti; snace=tire werld

. o . . .
and to oevolve 1ntﬁ ) k'bucr torrm. The

in matter fceols _an ur&u tc rizs - to life.

Anrment spir it

Jkor> is 2 I

call frea belcw and respenge from above. And thcn life
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emerges, in this world. Wifh?thg griergence of life, .
matte£ undérgbes a COnsidérablevéhahge.‘Then the dorment
spirit in.life feels an urge for nind and with the res-
Ponseafrém’above nind emerzes 4h thisbﬁorid.‘The
avolutlon of mlnd 1ntr0duceowa ﬁreﬁt chaﬂ ze in llfc qnd
natter. Eho gvolution untll now has- be n upto the nental
Olanb and has bcon throuyh 1gnorancu. But COHSClOHonG s
41n;m1ndv1tself is foellng an urge to evolve into super-
mind . The Supra—mental'deécent isra logical nécossity.
Aftor the descent of the supormlnd evolution will pro-
| ud.througa knowledga. The Supra-m=ntal Being is call-
'ed the GnOoth Bplng. Wltn the descent. of the supermlnd,
nind, life and mattur w1l] ba radlcqlly transforﬂﬂd.‘

S

Their defectg@nﬂ mutabilitv will vanish. The race of fhb
Grostlc 5 1ngs Wlll'ubOVv quar Sy diéeases‘and\dca%h.
Thé ke b ge personallty~w1¢l P revolufidniséd and dirset
comﬁunion vith the sachchidananda would be eatablishedf

Sri Aurobindo says that the dsscent offthebsupermind
will lu a to cosmic salvation here qnd now by trans-
“fornming the human 1ifc into lifo-Divinc. The flnlte‘can
nevér reach to the Inﬁihite,unless the supernind comes
down to the éafth.AHcfe we fiﬁd SimilarrwordS'in -

. e :

-Sri‘Ramdkrishna and Tagore. Ramakrishna Paramshansa says
uh .t thg- @laﬁClD aticn of man is possiblo at the g}ﬁéé“ |
of GQQ- Taggreysays that Infinitc sceks a elosc-
| assoéiation with tho finitg “nd finits wxnts to be
nerged inte the Infinite. Mo finite always feels’an

inner urge to nove for somothing reqt'r, higher and.
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Wldor truth and it proves that flnlte 1s always destlﬂ“d
* S iip Infinitc. 'Man is the conscious meetlng place of

the.finite and tho Inflnlt . Ean is limlted by his mind,

bcdy and ggn but the flnal resourck of hls Splrltual

nature is Inflnltude.‘Hls llmltatlanS‘are’Ils moor«‘
foctions and Auroblndo says that_thb Dhyolcal birth’ and
~his- 1npcrfbctvons is a pr1v1lobg to nan. Othcrw1sc life;
fﬁ%uld have becomc s»atlonary, Belonglng‘to a certaln
‘ ﬁurfuctlon huran being wculd flhd no: urge to NOVL furth=r}
',qu is‘an abnornal who has not uand hls own norxallty.
- Bg 1S-1nf1n;tgly grepb ' t%an the plant or anlﬁal out he
is not perfect in_his_ewn nature. Cur ain fust be to
grcrﬁ into 5ﬁr'true being,r.y our being of spirit, Auro-
bindc says, "Man's gre otness ié not what ha ié, but in
what hw makes PUSlel“c"7 For thls we need 2 trﬁnsPor-
Lmtlon for corrcctlon of. all that is abs“ure, brrnnucus
an@.ignprant in our mentolity.'ln fact nan hes two fold
bDQi ness in this world - flnét”f all he 1s to affirn
hlmself in the- unIvkrse and Secondly he is tc evolvb‘
flnally to exoeed hinself'that is, he has to cnlarqc‘_
hlo pqrtlal being 1nto a comnlbte belng, his parthl

Q :
c.msciousne ss into an. Intugral oon501ﬁusnessu_ tlnd

out nOrMalltJ reans th be dlvlne. Man hinself is o

>

thinking and living laburatrrj. EBvoluticn 1 ths pro-
ccss 2f heightening, wi dening and 1ntogrztin9 tho

rature ~Ff nen to . nding orowtl W i
LATUre 41 nan 2 an unending growth and an ascont

mat of ignoronce ints th: intogral knowledzc

et »
= fa e e P

7;" Th HGLu;' of God n-61
8. Theo 1ifs of

P

Divine TI. p.684.
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action of entermng 1nto the 1argeness of belng through
elevatlon and expans1on of 11m1ted individuality and 1t
.1s the &ltlﬂate way of taklng up the hlgher values from
. that of the lower. Srl Auroblndo proves that 1t is not
'by rervovmfr hlmself fron his body, mlnd and even hls '
_consclousness that tho 1nd1v1dual can reach the ‘highest
state, but it is by tbﬂ~?ullest development of the body,
mind -and COHuClOUDnCSS -] dcvclonmcnt 1n Whlch thelr
naturc W1Jl unqurgn a C“Wplbte tranpforwation that Fe
can hope to-attain'thls stabe. Dr.7.M.Reddy ri: htly
‘says that Aufabindo}s‘pﬁsztlen in cgse of ﬁvrlutlcn
is ver& striking.“.ﬁgd ishfhe caﬁse_of all Klndp of
1imitmtions; nmffbw i5€i€iﬂudlién Hnd hrnega: of qXlst-
enc . In cecursg of évolutlch whﬂn the CDnJciousnéss;ist
in é mnove L\m trl 1c transfornatlnn, in this’ vqstnés;
'of snlrlt no. trace - of eéo-ls found . And 1t ig the ultl—
, mnte result of broaklng up’thp llmltﬁtvhns or 1nd1v1du»
u11ty to be merqu into thb unlversql conscvouen SSe.
In the'words of Sri Auroblndo, ﬁAs the c@nsglouuness_
changcs into the'height and depthuand widéness of fhe
épirit‘the egb can no.longer sﬁfvive‘thcre; iv is too
small and feeble to éubsist'iﬁ fhat.vasfnéss_and'dis—
solvés'into'it;,fér.it exists by its linits and peri-
sbcs by thb loss of the ll“lts. The Bé‘nv breaks 5ut~i

of its 1mprloonment in 2 sepqrﬁto 1nd1v1duallty bocomeg

uniVersal,_assumes a ccsmlc con301ousness in which 1t
9. Dr.V.M.Reddy - Sri  Aurobindo's Philosrphy of
: gvelution Institute ¢f Human Study -
Hyderabad - - 7.1966 2,147
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’identifi 1ts“lf wlth the self and splrlt the 11fe,
théiﬁcdy of all beings. v e @1@ cgo. collapses los-
ing its wallﬁbf separation, into the.cbsmic irmensily

ao

or it falls into hdthinghess, unable to broathe in the
holghts of tho,spiritual oither. wowox WOy
Sri Ramakrisﬁna also‘su}s that in the cc»an of
”conS¢i0usnesé if the pitéhcr of cZ0 is bfokgh the‘ﬁatcr
1n31dp the ppt boccﬁos'ono ﬁiﬁh L‘ waforhqffthe cceah.
As a result as Sqtpr ™ Says, when one”sinwle persen

w1ll thL won that v1ctfrv it w1ri bo the victory of
all nen sAad in all the worlds. For this llttla carth,
apparently so insignificant ;s_the symbolic ground of 4
'Béttle which is faught'throﬁgh all:the»§oémic hierarchies
even as the conscious hunan being. is the symbéli; ground
uf a battle ccntbstbd in all mbn, if ‘wo ccnguer here;

11

. oy
-we'conqu:r everyWhere...;. Here we find Aurcbindo's,

theory bf_evolution'is;purely césmic in 9h$racter and
it is an important pdiﬂf‘of synthesis of Bagt and -the
West: Thc west aiﬁs at a fuller roalisdtion of fheJ
evolutlnnary qnd cosnic character of its thought. But
1t is-haﬁpurcd by its intcllectualisn and.its oxiston-'
tisl outlook. hat it roguires is the_aocéptaﬁcé of 5

spiritual standncint, loading to t ; abancd oancnt of its

- e e R e 9 =

10. Te Lifc Divinan

existontial cutlcook and o mofilication of its
0

11. Satprom. ‘Swi Aurchi
o8
2]

birde or. the Mventure of
G 15 ol Te s Tow Pubhld o
ecocnsciocusnoss anrper and oW Publishers,

NF”VP“V 1962
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inté1]ﬁctualisr Sirilarlv Indi;n tho ght 1s splrltuql
but 1nd1v1duallstlc ‘and. statlc. It'ﬂust break its narrow
. walls of 1nd1v1&uallsu ani vaulrﬂ a. dynarlc qnd C”Sﬂlc
charactor.vorl Aur“blndo prOV°S that salvaticn of
1nd1v1dual neans the a,I‘I‘lV‘O.l tc ‘rhc unlversal. Man
| attalns pprfuctlcn in . his comnlete surrender and solf—
giving %o the suprbme In‘this course'of~evdlution oné

.

finds, his pgrfect ‘gelf finding 1n a pbrfgct - snlf—

Aoffurwnbi12

s -

;w To Conclud“ it nay bc said tnat evolutl”n in
_Aurmblndc's éhllﬁoophy 1s basod on nptlmlstlc and
"practlcal outJnok. ?vmlutlon nbans thﬂ- pllftmgnt;ofﬁ"
btotdl huranltv to a: divine lovul. Tt is the actuéi |
vibration of Upanlsad;c_thggght thdt 'lead‘ﬁe ffémiw
‘urraqi fb réal” from-dquné§; {F»iiqht and fronjéorta~
| ﬁlltv $0 iwmcrtnllty., mhg ascent .of nen inte the heaven

is nut thb kuy but. rutth hls aSCcnt here wnto fhig ~
$Splr1t qnd thb dqscqnt cf the Qplrlu intc thg nnrmal
humanlty lo the Tu&l prce :ss whlch ains qt the spiri-
tual trqnsfﬂrmatlcn ~of r‘n'ﬁ uﬂrtbly naturb. Ih total'
VoﬁlrltHQI transfonﬁatlcn 1q thp last p01pt of Sﬁlvqtaun
yhlch can be achic vvd in this very llfe. The Qcthqf'

says .d 3. for nctblnv from &.ath , life ds your Sgl-

vation. Iu 1sjthere the trﬂnsfornatlon nust bL



achieved, it is en ear+h that you progress, it is in

the bodj;that ylctery is wen. Sri Aurcbindo says that’
for this rééi transfemation and not some post riorten
salvation is the real mew birtﬁ of which huﬁénify woits
as the crbwning.mcvément;of;its 1éng,obsérve and pain- |
ful courSe;13:At the highest stdge of salvationya
COmpiete harmohy'of’mattef, life and nind will be
}calised but it is not the end of the prcocéé.‘Evolut-b
icn is an unending process and Aurobindo‘is firn iﬁ E
his conviction that throﬁgh this. unending Evoluticnary
proccss cf transforming the nman into.divine, thevhﬁmag
civilizqtioﬁ'hqs ‘been: procee dlng through the ages. ‘It
nuy be n01nted hut thut ten thousand ye rs ag ¢ we
. 1lived 1n a gdlaen-aaa nd now—q-days we Mro.ao if.
Dlunged into the darknbss Of nlaht. It 1s a ‘neecd that-
hunanity to déscsnd at low.levnl to forget thc's5cref
-of truth ‘Because the - extreve spiritual crisis in man
Ulll al rt hinself to be-awakoned. The wntbrlallstlcw
out l"ok Wlll comnol “hin to feel the urrant '
Splrltual nepi in nlﬁself It is thb reversal cf"
censciousness that a new heaven, a8 new z-rth nnd the
nhy31cal world will: chuna\ -scon before oﬁr incre=
dulous eyps. Toduy S D%T“lVS“d hun“nlty will Qf'
course ch ange to o dTvinity ln-near-futurgzugs =
Aurcbindc-says,'if the th calls and the _suprcne.

answers, thb hour can be c¢ven now,'

13) The Human Cycle-- De329

- e e e = e e =



VOMEN AND SOCIAL ﬁEFORN WITH oP”CIAL REFERENCE TO RE-
MARRIAGE OF WIDOWS.

By: Dr. Ms Manim bkﬂlal Subblﬁh*

NlnctLonth conturj was an 1mport%nt epoch in tbo
hlstOry of Tan11 Nadu. Bvcry aspect of_community lifg
exhibited signs of change which shcck the very foundat-
ion cf- wxlstlng tr dltlcno, nreva111n~ customs and .
.currbnt social- behaviour. It was duc. 0 encountor with
the Westorn Civilisaticn which touched evefv aspect ¢f
social, nclltlcﬁl cu¢turﬁl and sccncormic sUruchJM of
the c01run1ty and the s“lf censciocus roglisation cf the

+

ridiculousness andanarchism"thcustmnary-sociﬂtv
Actually; tﬂé impqct of theAwest in all its nag nitude
and w1th all its corollaries, qu a tr nﬂous 1nflugnﬁp
gene rqtlns fOrCu naccss1tat1na the ur*cncy of reforn.
A Sectlonvcf.roformers,in5the country felt that mers
’legislatiéh by nnvornment'COuld not eradicate s001al &
evils of the c ountry. The fallure of the Regulqtlon of
'Sati' in certain prov1nccs like Bengal nade them realiso,
the need for amellcratlnﬁ'th condltlon of the young
widows by ﬁaklnv nrov131ﬂns for thﬂlr rc-ﬁarrlape.
The WldQW ro-narriage mc men t 616 nct nvpewr ‘
suddenly in the niddle cof  tho 19th century. During the

s

thirtzses of the 19th ccntury,,uﬁ1¢(n»~ﬁw“s ¢f the Hindu

sericusly considering the question of

o}

comnunity had baen

* chturu,%qni;r, . " -
Departnent cf H
uopnﬂarv S “oW

Hr*



infroducing wid ow :§;arria¢s. A Cbntpmborary Christian
writor, PRISCILLA Ct mémN- ‘quoted in her book ; - 'HINDU
.FEMALE EﬁﬁCATICN‘>the ollﬂw1nb vqluqbls extra ct fron
'PLLI“U OF INDIA'. .

"Tho marriage of Hindu widows:has 1ately énéagQa

'much cf the atﬁenticn'ofithe HindﬁQCommuhify and the re-

. ~

reated disqussicns of it in the neotiwve pgpors; appeaf,td:
indicate théiapproach ofisomedfavaufable ohdngzs"j
The'idea>offre—marriane caught ﬁpiWith some of,tﬁé‘
T “11 rber“ors as thay realised vbll that 'deen
acqeptedrSati aS,an.alternative to the_misaryqof ﬁidcw—
_hoed.'Z The idea,of ra~marr1\% Wﬁé'pét'entircly new to
Tomil wonen. Thou uszh ;ré~marri§ge?pﬁs a taboc in.nost ef
thao ccmmﬁnimips, it waos allOwod in certaid cormunitic S.

Okkiliors and Padaiyachis of Tamil N adu. qllow thelr
Widcws‘te.rc-marry.3 The 00ncept f rawnqrrl ge Wwas ncrs
fa v0u~ub1 to the nen- Prahmins in Taril Nadu. Phe ddea

was vnugnﬁnt to thb tr niltlon bouni quhnln woran. Shea

¥

haq.b’"n put inks Lot of rbstrq1nt and she could nct
evenfthink of onjoying_Stﬁll.p sasures of iifG 1ikF-C&t—
ing gobd food. The mistréss-af the housé would invariably
gctiangry, if widow hqppen ﬂ to! Woar good . clethes, cat

good feod and lqu¢h vlth other 7,Lﬂn of hor ﬁ%nc

1e Kool att A Socinl History of Fodorn Indin,
Yew ,lhi, 1975 p.280 - ' ¥
e E S o <2 - VL
2. Indian Ladics Magazine, Decembs r, 1912, 1n.185%"

5. Man ual of Coimbatore )lot“lcﬁ JOl-I,:1887,'F 59
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Althouvh everybddy had sympathy for a widow, nobody
could core forward to help her out of the nlsery
Jed DUBO IS cummﬂnted on thc Sltuqtlon thus:- “EVbry
bOdy recognises these abuses but the 1ﬂeaiof rembdylng’
them by allowing a young widow to brpak throuvh the
’st crn rule of custom and narry agqln would nev¢r enter
the head of & Hlndu, more ﬂSp@Clally a Brahr1n.ﬂ4 |
Hence, the idea of re-mnrrl age of widows .was inltlally'
btdken-up by‘non—quhmln reformers in Tmnll Nadu.
SrlanuSW Fillay and hlS assoe1ates formbd the 'Hlndu
prOgPGuSIVG 1mprovawent 8001ety, ok November, 1852. The
prograrme df‘the body includeé the proﬁotion of widoh
fro~mnrr11 e and the GHCCuTEngont cf fenale eﬂucatl n
anong mther polnts.s Exveptlng the communities where
fe4ma}riaﬁa was allowed, rest of the Tanil wonen
accepted 1t as part of dcs51ny. The-ldea of re- |
narringe was revoltlpg to then. J.A.Sharroqk a Scuth
Indian missiongry describes how widows could react
to anything new in their livésQ»A'Braﬁmin widow wa
plucking flowérs“in’a mission‘scﬂool garﬁen.;When
the,Missionafy wanted to take photdgrapﬂ of'hef, éhe
was: shockeéd and stated tc¢ have told him,_"ﬁre_youVEéd?-

: 1.3 Bt IT 6 : .
Don't you knew I an a widow ?"° For such widows, for

- L . - s - e gy Cew Rl - R Randi S o - e e e - e Lo S

4¢ J.A.0ubbis, Hindu ndnns “:{ qpstcms‘gnd Cerchmonics,
Lmﬁon1006?.2m ST e S

5o R Suntharalinza um,,Dﬂlltlcb & Matic nql .ﬁakeninﬁ in
- Seuth India, 1852 to 189 iris-ng, 1974 »

6. J.L.Sharrack, South Indian Missicns (stt*1n1°tcr,
1910), P.248, ,
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Whoﬁr the blind\custcﬁs were binding.tﬁqm 50 powerfqlly,
‘re-ﬁarriﬁge was still a far cry. Yet, Vehkatroylu Naidu,
an early refonner,vfearlessly QQVGGated ﬁidow're-‘
narriagc . He cfton wrcte in thé colﬁnﬁé Qf,iocql Nﬁvé—
papcrs urging the gﬂvbrnmbnt to. tukb somy actan in this
dircction, In July, 1853 he started his own paper
'WISING SUN' mninly te frcus the sr01ﬂl p“ﬂolC“S cf the
Hindu 2-mrunity.’ '

In this era of social roférﬁs, the widcw re-
- nmarriage. nove F5nt gathered o new sfrcngth and found
-suﬂh@rtbrs in B(nbal, where Q-CﬂnSci“uSH“SS fcr the
'upllftment of tho country hgﬁ.dﬁwn 2 “ﬁrllxr than in anyt
othgr parts. Vidya snph“'s ll?Su bosk con wldcw re—‘ 4
narriagc was nub11bk‘d in 1835 and dnothrr work by hin
bn.ﬁﬁis subject ceme ocut in Cetober, 1855.'Thr:ugh thesé
bobks,~qe'usuab11shed the foct that widow re-marriage
was oanCtlunbd by thb Shastras. L4 petificn bearing 986
81gnatures;w1th Vidya Szsgar's éignaturé at the end, for
the lOrlSthlOn of w1dcw r=-ﬁnrrihpe was subﬁittﬁd'to'the
Le 1slqt1v~ Council ~f Indla on 4th CC*Obpr 1855 A Bill
for the 1\¢1sl yticn of w1dcw ru—warrluge was 1ntroduced
by the Hon'ble J.P.Grant in July, 4865. e bill en-
- countered vigorbus oppdsiticn‘ffdn orthOddk”ouafters.'
Fréﬁ South India, petiticns for and a. rainst w1dow ro—n

narriags were sent to Governmaent. ”h, pﬂnllts oy i

—_—_--—————--_.—.-_-

& T.:unthqrallngam, “pe.cit., p.51
8. K.V.Dntta, chDsCits,. p.286
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" South India -argued that the Bill was against tha in-
junctizns of the Shastras and custﬁmé of the ccuntry and
thé foreign govbrnnent should nect 1nterfcru in s“01al
attprs\w1th.whlch religion was ine xtrlcably ccnnected.
Desquﬁ}ng'the~cpp031thn te the bill, Hen'ble J.P.Grant -
}, '

the author-of the Bill, said thore were upward of 40
potltlcns a*q1nst th Blll ol"nbd by from 50,000 to-

60,000 porS”ns, Whll thbrv w UAZS petiticns bcnrlnb
Mas
5,000. signatures in favour of ths Bill '"9' In 1 FY e
‘ Vcnkat,5 ulu Maidu wnlisted euppert-for this s;clql

leglsl ticne Cprtain clausos o tha 2i11 which cpuld

still act ns hurdles t° re~marriajgs wore discussed at

0. o . :
leng th1 § 1nsp1tc ‘of such vicews ani.ct

obstaclbs, the Bill fer widcw re-mnrriasc was passad.

in 1856, J(fct XV of 1856)

——'—_.-..-—--u—.——:-._—.._‘ e T T S

9. gthm ¥urari T"l«lqn, vOJ_r cause ( J)( 1~,hfj.bf_’,.‘:1, 1939)9
p.272. ’ -

10. CIY.Chint~rani,'ADngndix PD. 368 369. Thz act fails
"to securc te the re-narrying widcws the full enjrv-
nent of her rights in the folloving aspects: Pirst,
that such widow is nodce to forfeit her life intcrests
in her husband's irmncvable preperty for int-rests in
dcing o lawful-act when such forfeiture weuld not
have resulted if she had nisconductad herself.
Sccondly that even in respect of Sridhan power, over
which her power of disposal is absclute, thers is a -
general inpression that she loses propcrtylrights
over her novables in favour cf her husband's.

relations. “Thirdly in nany cases, shc and her husband
arc nct only excormunicated but.the ' right cf )
worship in public tbuplvs has been denicd t9 then
and nc relief has bgen siven. to then in Civil-
courts.
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“ft .r the re nxrr1a~e cf widows. Wwas lbg.iized the
reforners -who sunnnrted it btpectnd a f°vﬁurablc resvonse
on the part of wnwvn, espn¢ 01a11J et wldrws. First
favcurable respense candé fronm Tmﬁll hudu. A young w1dﬁw
of éighteen,ycaré cld girl at u&lbﬁ, ocbun the 31lent
revdiuticn of the wcmenfalk when the idea of r~~narr1 ge
could hardly nebt w1th the full CﬁncurrencLs cf .the

izoted portlon ‘cf our cuuntryncﬁ.11 ﬁle FnIJND CF Ih)IA',
dated 4th Dccenbfr, 1856, hlghlyanpreblaued the narriage
‘and con ngratu 1nted those who had laboured.ln this ggod_
‘caus; upcn thb rballzﬁtlon cf their objectss Words cf
delaqrt and ccngr ztulqtlfns ware pxpress ed. by ﬁanyfand
some Dap >TSS llkb.tqb AMILITARY CHiCNICLS! Gté.,'dated 26
Navenber and 27 NAvenber 1856, the 'ENCLISH MLN' of 25
und 29 Nove“bﬂr, 1856 and éowa ﬂenbers of the 'Young
Benzal Party wrote in tﬂrvg Cf r'"rct the widow na rrragé

12

hed ‘not taken nlﬂce £ill then-in Calcutta. Tt was -

unfortunﬂte that initial response of A ycung girl’ in. T.mil.

_)
.

Hadu renained in isélntion fer a lonp,tijc_' h“ hlsforj
of the reforn moverent, as it was nét subsu‘ucntlv e
fclldﬁcd by Cthor mon amd wenen. |

' The rufvrrlrs had to face strfng~o§ptsiti:h frin the
rcacticnary.Hindu.sécioty_aml Cfteﬁ the& had tc bear

1hsults frr tkﬂl.actlnng. Pronibition of widesr & -

narriage ¥is Lft;l censidered o bad e of rospeesnbility.
= - S :

-—-—-.——--'--—-——-—.—.-'—-—.--—‘_.--—
2 —

11e ReEBezatta, wp.cit., p.269
12. Tbid. g



Tho castes were sombtlﬁ s 1v1ded 1ntﬂ twa sectlcns, the

cne allow1nb and the othbr fOrDlddan the practice.
: ﬂlereforé, in guch cases, the lqttnr wowld ﬂf1uu refuse"

to intsrnarry with-the former. 0 Tt wns probably due te

such feelings and»the.deep antagonism of the tradition

bound people widow re-marriage vaewﬁnt could nct"make

.

'much pronress;'Educatodup :ople algo felt thqt suoh an
»an01ent cust(m could be erndlcated fron ‘the Q1ndu mlnd,
only-by dlffus;ng knowledge'and the reby ffoctlnp o

‘afnddal"transfbrmation“in thﬁ state GfﬂHlndu ooolety,ﬂ

-2l

-

conccpt”of rw—”qrriage ”f widows bbC&UDU of their blind
adhcrbnc to eHeinl custows and ﬂracticus. Nothlng sign¢-

flcant hhppencd in thﬁ nex+ twh d:QmHQN in, thls QSnCCt-

EMn&thllO, tho wkﬂlo 1ssu\ of,socral'réfﬂrm and.prcblems

of WAmnn stlrroﬂ a lot of arﬁumunt anong r;fcr"lrs..Thougﬁ
'overybﬂdy b 31cally afracd abgut ane licration of soccial
prnblems of women, dlffarencas were.anpaﬂentlv‘thﬁre in

thblr ahnroqch. Many f*lt that only v1rgln Wldows should

be allww i tc uaTTy-nQdiﬁ}_ThetlﬁGQ of chdstity was»sr

b

deep-rr0ued tnat ainon-Vi?ﬂin~vidOW to,bqﬁr;ﬁafyiQ1 was
‘not aceeptablc ﬁ0=tbu:gcc1:ty a8 thby b ﬂ in tho
préhibiticn ¢ f widsw murriage after co 1°Hvﬂwtv e Phen

"Malabari tdok un the cnise, rony froe seuth e nfirme?

- e — -~ - .
= — - - T o Soe e,

» 13- Sibfa . LJJLSl%h _..,z,.._b vfl .,1" = i LJ.\ .\JJCla,l :.Lv_‘:bim‘ il’l
India, 1585-1 940 Del ki, o1 (}70 De 524a )



'thelr viaws and supported Y“o.rrlfwurr'* in “the caso of virgin

'desomyj4

By-tnen, the -idea of 3001al reform becane
a matter of fashionable lip service ancngeducated Hindus.
The Act thouwh enﬂbled the Hindu widows to reﬂnarny, it -

had remalned a d ad letter because the. preJudice agalnst
'widow_re—marriage was so deeply ingrained 1n/the Hindu
‘nind. While discussing the problené of Hindué'widows-
'MADnAS MAIL' wrote about the attitude of Hindus towardb :
the widows 1n the follGW1np way ¢ 7 ®

Hindu society‘has peculiar codes of norality. And in
it, the complete protectlon cf helpless w1dows.....dces
not forn the. prlnc1pal iten. nl> . |
| Hlndu widows thbmsanbs could nct accept the 1dea
cagily. In sceial refnrn renscn was at a dlocount.16
Thoy were tlind by preJudlbe and swayoed by sentlmcnts ‘
and superstltlo ng. ‘ |

They stron ly eli Avcd uhat the state of w1ﬂcwhccd
was A nunlsh“ent ~1v an to them by,God..It Was~sa1d that»
if a Lady had been 1nstrunmntal in bringing abcut

'sgperatlon between a husbanﬂ and w1fe in the prev1ous'

blrth, she would beCOFe a w1dow in the ncxt birth.17 4

Meanwhllu, WldOW re e=narriange moveﬂent was valnln"
strenath in Benmql, under its staunch roforrer Iswar

" Chandra Vldywsa:ar. It had its repercussicns in othar

——-..-—-———-‘-————----—'—-——.
-

14. B.M.Malabari, Infant Marriaze and nf(rced
, Widowhood, (Bombay 1887), p.38

15. Madras Mall 22 April, 1896

16. §ita Ran Slnph oD c1t., P.81

17. Madras Review, 1905, pP.47 -
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pdrts of %h country as Well Vqusallnran, the prcntb
plcnber cf sociwl rofﬁrm 'in Madras Pres1dcncy, cane’ for-
ward to e5pouse thp causb of re-marrlapb of w1dows. Thlo
had stlrr d tho Madrqs vacrﬂsrs to look at thc problens
of wid5ﬁs aqaln. Supportors'pf re-marr;a 7e NOwW cffcctlvely
~argued that'these ﬁdrriageé were essentialito molntqln
the mfrallty of the society. P.M.Murugesa Mudall, wroto
-.a lcttw tc the Titor of. J:henﬁln*q and “ally News on 29
Dbpteﬁbﬁr, 1865, hnw enforco& Wldcwhccﬂ hqd 1ntroduced a
'flomd of 1mﬁ0ra11ty “into Hlnﬂu 3001pty by cnﬂn 1ling
widows 50 Seek 1l1101t liaison and 1n;the event of
iile?iéiﬁate off Sbrihﬁ  resort to fnfaﬁtiéide.TB
V SOne of the causes thqt led to tho preparwtlon cf
‘suoh offonc“s 1s thc ccncealmnnt of birth, 1nqut101de
;ctc., were the result of the prohlbltlrn Pf widow
narrisge anong the Hindﬁs.19' § ': gy

| With tho épread of educaticn ﬂhd'ideés cf'reform,
sone woren Were not happy to live a merb negatlve llfe
1n mournlnb for their dead husbands. As s0c1bty haﬂ not
'offered them o decent llfe, they rescrted T ille*dl
relatlonshlps. Conﬂem nlnv the 3001ety for such moral
lapses on tho part of w1dows, 'INDIAN SOCIAL uJFOhM R'
wrote that tiale refornmers of- Madras reallsed the
ﬁra v1ty of the s1tuatlﬂn and felt the need %o

——--—--——-——_-——-—--——--——--—_'

18. R,Sunthnrallnnqr, op. cit. p.82

19. Murdoch, Women of India and Vhat can be done for
' ﬂmﬂ(vﬁr% NBS)p63



convinc 2 the soolety of th Shastrlc sanﬁflon to w1dow

re—narriqbea They bellevbd, that would enable the widcws

to accopt openly the widow marrlage«prcposalu._ .

Ulwan Bahadur R.RAGHUNATHA ROV rightly sald thut 5001al
changes should be introduced by ccnvincing pgcple @hat
fhé§ ére“not azainst Shastras and they will nct produce

any evils.. I bclicve, masses can not be‘approqched,.it-’

20" ™

we diversc the Shastras from Scciclegy. Reforners

felt that if Shqsyric sﬁnction to widcw,fe-garriage.

* could.be proved, those\wcmen‘who preferred re—ﬁarriagés

and téok'to illicitirelationships'cculd cpenly acéevt
na rrlqguu. The existence ;f proqtltutl n in prlvate as

well as nubllc cculd - be p*fbctlvelv chbcked by.. allhw1ng

the w1d“ws to re“arry.21 -, _ f» . . 3

Jducatad_men, despite heated afguments could n=at

= ide their yQUnF widows with znee urlg:"ent inered by

o |

this “ttltudb, a Currbsp nlbrt wrete $o 'MAJILS TIMES
"Scuth Indian rbfﬁrmbrs arc all platfﬁrn rpformcrs. In
thls ;r981dcncy, the leauers of reforn dc not glve th01r

"qwn Wlﬂowod dau)hters 1n rﬂrrla(e.ZZ"‘meoldenei by

the nurbor ﬂf w1dﬁw rc-narrlanﬁs that took lacc in Bensal,

y”una Vq1shnqvq Brahmln w1dow bolﬂly qcceptud thc p?ﬂ"

e

posal of re~ﬂarrlaﬁs arran"oi by hcr cwn father

SHSHL~ lgNGAu, ploador in Nagarcoil in 187323. Tha

narrisfe Was celebrﬂtud accordlnv to Hindu rltes.'

——————————-—_--—-__ —
- ——-——-—-——.——-

20, N.Subma Nau, Hindu Sceial Prorress(Madras 1904)
21. Y.Narasish, Letter on Hindu Marrla@es(Mﬂﬂras 1827
22. Indinn S001al Reforner, Vol,VII; p.91

23. R.Suntharalinsan, o-p. 01t., P+85
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Fearing that cther young widews would fCllOW ‘the sane
fbotsteps, the crthodox séC1etyv¢xcommun1catcd~the
whole fnn1ly. _ ..

Fear of excrnnunlc ticﬁ and‘its;déngérOus,consg;;,
qhences on the womenfolk,'wero tho'ﬂain'rcasons,:
ﬁreventingvthem to take the bnid step of dccepting :
re-narriase propes ﬁlS. Th@ unfortunu+° pﬁ”tieé anﬂ{
active syrrathisers were subjected tc the strong flre.:
~ACf unendins r011710u8 ﬁurSCCUthn and were. flrally
Wllllnu to purchmqb peace by huriiliating pbnaqces.
~Thq_hcnest ﬁan»who narried a widow,was ccnsidéred a

o o - e ' 24"
great sinner and was haunted mlserably down. 4

i lqdy had ris htly augud tho rﬁ“pcnSE Lf w;ﬂbn
to fe—marrlq;o noven cnt and blancd nen for not
-takinb the'lnltiﬁ i‘e in the- r1¢ht lincs, whiéh-would-
enable woﬁcn to fcllow safely and fearlcssly. Shc had
qtated that "what retards the movement in . favour of
2w1d0wmarr1a e is the fear on the purt of the ne on to
.face 0ppou1t10n and thelr 1ncapa01ty to comblnb fcr
mutual heln. (In such a situatlnn) wonen are nqturqlly
‘afrald to brave the c¢nsequences of soeial -
ostfaaism.zsn | | - x
Viresalinzan, pheigreat'piqnéer of'sociéi reforn
~in the'presidenéj of'Madras; came'fchnrd té espeuse.
the cause of re-mqrrlarﬁ of w1dcws. He descrlbed as -

[}

'"th Pandit V1dyasa3ar of Southern Ind:q" convened a

24. Madras Mail, 19 Junc, 1896 _
25. Indion Social Reformir, g June, 1901 ,'D.315



public nccting and delicvored his first specoch, in

- 26
August, 1879, in- favnur of W1d:w re~harriage.

y VIRESALING AM and his supporters startol o widew re=

<

narriage assaciation at Rajanundry where the first

widow re-marriagé was cclebrated in December, 1881,
Despite the oppositicn from the crthodox people

Viresalin g ann could conduct quite a few widcw

marriagos.7 in Teluau part of thp countvy,’Tho Hlnﬂu

widow Marriage Association" in Madras stﬁrted in

v @ . &Y uul & . 3 8
1874, could not take*active part 'in this fleld.2 .
Thc.cchGpt cf'réﬂﬁarriage of widcws was so oppe “Hd

tc popular attltuies that it was absclutely -
exceptional for women or fcr that natter, widcws to
support it, Women still conside r:dvre—marrluwc as an

act of sin. Sceiety condonned the ideas of ‘ro- .

narriage, though thec rofcrmers_offédtively"argucd

that" thore werc gotd and bad custcas. And it was

£

tho duty of the pecple © - to alter the latter and.

preserve the former. It was said that the custm

Tt
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26, K.X. Patta, op.cit. p. 305' >

27. Varulakshml (20), T, Hang Rao . (30), 164 1d97
Parvetarria (16), Govorcya Shastri (23)' 1:1.1897
Saunarma (18), K.Gopalan (30), 23.10;1897. .
Mahqlmkshmanﬂq, N. .Seshagiri Rao, March, 1910.

- Tenulkonda Chittiarma, M.M. Gonalakris hlnqyyq
19, May, 1900, S
~Inﬂlan Sceial ueffrwcr, vels X, 1.305:.

. "= W e en  mm e

28. u.ounthqralln~aﬂ e il , 3.85.
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had existed since long. The length or the timcfitfhad
Aux1sted was not an arguncnt for 1ts ratentlun, but was
favour-ble for 1ts sp;edy~abclltion29, Besidges, 08t
of  the Wl&OWS being child w1dows, at thb beglnnlng of
widowhood, they coulﬂ not fcrcseo the hardsh;ps of .
Wldﬁwh”@i.-The 1911 census as. shown below, shows a

ulte a nwﬂbcr ﬂf child Wldcws in tho Madrqs ?r051dency.30‘

SR

“Tess tﬁan 1 year e _3{

bo- 2 yomrs .. L7 . ;”343
2 % Fygemrs- . . i @8
i3’;.4 years o 3 N ous 140

_ L4 f 5 years g ‘.,‘.383
Less than 5 years'ihAtCEal - sv. BT5
Lbos thqn 15 VCETS S .o 2306§

’ 801n*‘sn vﬂuﬂ”,-imﬁeﬁiatoly after becoming widows
th oy reccived ﬁoloce; synpathy and care fron their ‘

' relatljns qnd ‘they thought that this treatnent would
'cont;nue for QVar. Thoy'alsﬁ knew that possibilifics of
marriage were renote and they ‘did not give any
fhought~th.it. Bven a nere suggostlon cf rvnarrlagk

wag taken as an insult and thn widew would stqrt

& 1
cryln.r-;.3 They* endurad Fﬂrﬂsh1n° " w11 “h*od. &l
29, Indian SOCL&l Geforrsr, 23 March, 16895, 1,230
30. Tror 1911 ¢ ansus, :ULCE“? from a.hfl-fﬂ w ash's Speech
n 'Aach'wlﬁ DCLrthl‘v"u‘t‘lq '(”’m“!ll) at Br 2o on
24«T+1915 o

51 Mad:a Review, February, 1905 p.47



“30.‘
at the instance (f sther widews.' This was'the‘generél_
attltudb of widows tc the'issue ¢f widow narrisge.
Fow Wllows, Wwho rogarded the h"ard's-hiw' of wid-whocd
as unbcarqble even %ént aé“trmy?c-s ite tbb fuot tha
fhe right of rbnﬂarryln* qu an ﬂ b“JCnd thGAShadQW
of a»doubt‘by several snritis, the ﬁb t imﬁﬁrtgnﬁ”arq

the works.-2f Manu, Narafa and Parasara.” 3% rich

.

woaen, dug 7 vqnt of rc “1ut1rn could neithoer accept

widrwhood nor agrcévt* reﬁinrringw add finally tock

Ifco@urSG to suwcl¢é A high céste-Brahvin foicial'had_
a youniz widowed ﬂqu huir and hé hdé‘a Qrivgte Brahﬁin’
. clerk. Illiqiu' relationship dovole ped unthen tﬁém and
‘she.became pregnant, Mot able_tq fabé he c@pﬁunity, |
both of'then'bca.itt?i suicidc.B?'BrahﬁiL wL%owS
>espL01ally . ad t« undergc_iot 2f hardshing ﬁs their
customs were so stfiétr,;n article in.'Luuuh» HAIL;‘oﬁ
.'Therlot'Cf Brahﬁin and c<ther Widcews', painfully

noféd that "of»éllﬁthe éoufSGs fhﬁt‘lie'in Inwiajrthé

; ﬁost:aweful is that of Braghnin and-bther high caéie-
widows",34 Tﬁo 1ncrea81ng moral lapses on- the paff of -
" widows 1nd10ateﬂ thb attltude cf sone W1dows to re—

uarrlqwe and also the lack_cf moral courage cn their.

part. 'INDIAN SOCIALL RJPOnMSR' blamed the'orthbdox

32, C.*.Chlntananl, Op. c¢ite, velsI, 1285 - .
“ B Indiom SCClal Rcfnrmer, 19" Januery, 1895,‘D.162
« 9w Taﬂrws T“ll, 22 Mpril, 1896 .



society preventing suoh widcow é frcm ra—narriﬁgg. It

staﬁed that"now and'then in Madras and ths noffusil, we

,fiﬁd'new born infants aéqd in the streets guttgrs‘of

in scne obscure pldées; The conéeQueﬁce is those'whn'

80 astr y and givy blrth t3 chlldrer, resort t this

sha: ful way of conceallng thulr‘31n'35
| In the last two dCquuS of thD 19th ccntuary, a

marked chanve started cccuring in thblattltudo of

'Qom n towards the 1ssues of w1dows and on the pwrt cf

wid ~ws themsclves towards re-narriage. Widcws,who sought

the,89curity¥and blifs‘of rmarried life startaed accepf—

‘inyﬂtho‘matrimﬂhy,‘fhe'younq ﬁidcw~dauﬁht¢f of '

_G Suarﬁﬁ..la dlyer *rwccfullj acc*ptbd the-Optifn of

re na rrla“ﬂ.wnﬂ the ngrriaéj was celcehrated din B°nbay:

as it would furhish_a wettor gttosphcrqtthan that of

Mddrds.Aﬁe Was wcll;awar_.that he wﬁs}ﬁt: nativé of-

the mﬁst,b%néervativé ana thf ﬁﬂst rrthrﬂﬂx cent 23‘

of ‘South India - Tangcrc.B-

Ydune,w1QLWb after gefting é@ne.eiucatiOL; sfa}ted
“3ﬁ11S1n tq gréan injustice dcne tﬁ;tﬁeﬂ in the |
nanc of religiﬂn and ffaditicn.vThey fclt that'both
castcw and the laws- uf thf llu~ wor*lt 1 plyJary

<n thu part of the nan,‘aut Gvo n a Chlld w11uw

35." Ing lion Social - nef“rﬁc 6 July; 1895, p5347}’
35.'K.Subbatxao, nevived I f“lGS,(M dras 1933) p.199
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cé&id not narry a sccon? time.37 A Sﬁértha Brahnin,"
girl of a Sastri near Kunmbakenan was narried at-the.
-a*e.of ten. She lost h o husbard vary socn ant had
n1sera¥le life of -a widew. She had road ' SWOESSAMI Ti/N'

and othar newspapersand got influenced by the.idea of

ra-narrlape.—Without telling her parents, she camg to
Madras and,round_out a neighbour ! oy, wh" was WGrking-
in Mpdras as teacher. He'tried to nersuade her to
retﬁrn back to her parents but she seened to have
said that she would die'r ~uthc,r renain single. She-

said,'ﬁpush me if you ple a"o, into the Bay c¢f Bensal

and . drown me therg, oncc fcr all." Fsaring b“Clﬁl

ostrocisn, her father rcfuscd o take her uack.
Finally a Smartha boy of 28 years 12 was found-as a

partner to this youhg.girl-of 17 =r 18 years cld,
. A . .- *
and the rarriage was ccisbrated at VirGSﬁlinjwt's
housc. oS t e
'Th; bA14d attitudc‘ff,y5ung mirl was aﬂniraﬁlc

compared t2 the attituds of some 2f, the rofrrrcrs.,

Mary of the rcforners despite preaching never wantod

tc foran sheal with sceial rofrmms. Tt boecane 4 fashirn

to warn caution in the sccial raforn. N.Annnru] chﬁvl

2 J_- A i . >
adv1bpﬁ that a reformer ™ should content to wait

4 J’
relaying upon the sprea’ ¢f ¢nlihtmant for the
= :

) - - - n ' e (\
ultinmate rcalisaticn of his ains and :Jcals.j”
- - — - = e -

T TR Me ek o Sw e e W N we wme CR o L a

3% PRE ) s - ” Y8 T =
3;. Inala? Sgc;al L:iorwyr, 2% Fobruary, 1395, D196
38. K.Subba iac, icvisad Hemories, (Madras 1!7~) 5,205
39. N.Subba Raos, Hindu Srei 2rcao ( )

sl

irons(iindras 1904)p. 76



' Since soci

_thlnk and act pnly like British. B.IM.d

"this .

gov rnrent whﬁn hcgur ed for r“*“rrs. A.MecHen zig,

<

igl refgrn in Inlia had its or1~1n1r the -

borrowed conscious of the wasth, Tany refﬁzwavg COuld

ShaunCh qdv“cate 01 nrevontl n of infant narriazs apd
enforced w1ﬁ,mh”hﬂ had a Sl“_ldr reply frtr the.

\

Secrétary”to the Gevernﬁﬂnt of-India, wrote- back-like
' "The sceial refcrmcr nust turn to educaticn

and not-to dictation, in his_cruéade zains t nCpular

T

belicfs and prejudices. Compulsicn can Brever be
_ P .

conviction and withiut convkction, both gcclel ond
20

~

naterial réforms are impossible nowadays".

The rﬂluctant attitude ¢f.the refcriers was -epparent,
R g S Ll

A

whun flrbSﬂllnﬁaﬁ first cane to Madras in 1882. A

.

cifcular was sent to all reformers in Madras, but Unly

5 men'nagunatha Rac, Chentsal Rao_G nupmthl Iy@"

A
e

R Nar351qh and Man va Buccayya apDOaTGQ.T1'uL&Ck.uI

e

crmviction on the nart of roforkcrs bccq.e all the ncorc

‘apparcnt, when VIA.SALTWGIF W”Ht*g te chrata 8th

widow marriage in Modras. The rooly given by

B mm mte e SR mm em S e v WM am G R WS TR G e TR e mm g, MG s 0w ey e, W

40, B,M.Malabari;vchlcit.; TR 2 ' . g y
41. Referred teo in-a pul lishod thesis on Tirssalingan
1848-1919, A Plcgrappy ¢f en Indisn RQeformer.
(University of Viscousin) by John Green field
Lecnard, 1970. ».155.



RAGUNATHE RAC was less OnthUSthtlb, who etated that
out of 30 menbers, only 18 attended’ the neoting and
-vcry fGW‘were‘willing to dine with the‘reﬂ arrlud ccuple42
Under.such 01rcurstances, not ovory wénan ccuLi re spcnd
.'uC the - rcfunﬂ noverent. Onu 1ntell‘“ent lady S“iU thqt
_"exconwunlcatl 'n is nuxt to-death. She furthcr derianded
%o lmow Thatie w poor_famlly is‘ost?aciSGd,‘ahd tho'
woran ’dioé, tho huéb:ﬁn:l ko earns wil® somehow zet .on;

But if the husband should dio, what would happen to

“the wife ? Remaining in the caste, we misht at loast

coeck for some rich re latlcn hnﬁ nenage tc live. He

5

h@frible the s1tua+1rn he ne cn weould take‘har;qu _
being an cut ea ste 43 She pointed c@t where exactly the
impgdingnt to w1dow re—ﬁarri age nevenent lay. . Uhleés ‘
the whoié outlcok Cf~ﬁﬁn-tbw*rds winan was chqhﬁch,

thb Hlndu widow could scarcbly thlnk cf re~*arr1 3¢ as

44 ‘esnlte sucn ottltude frr“

an elizible course for hef.
mon, sone widows were, beld encush to move in thenpath
of reform. Foster siSter uf the pleadur uf the cenira Tv
ceded Tistricts in Madras ;r981dancyi a yogng Madhwq O
zirl of 16—17-years‘dld,'icst her husband and éhe
resolved to narry again. Her.brother brc;ghﬁ her fo .

Mairas, .:andl a-young Brohnin boy of iiffsrenthF"runltJ

2. Tbid, 5,160 0 . . ,
1['3 . IT'\_{,_'! an Sf\cltﬂ_ ‘7f\'F(‘ KA 1r 2 \ju:(li,’ —!! :"1\71 " _‘) P ‘516
::. S.Vlf,")} Lamard h—h'ln.-' 7T eit CEPE O Y 275



e 1

waé Willingvto narry her. The girl not only‘accepteé
the remarrlage but also an 1ntercaste narriage whlch
was again g taboo in those days. Raghunath Rao acted -
as prlest. The marriage was celebrated at Mylapore,
and not only the wife of Ragunatha Rac, sone young -
la‘&es of the‘fanily'also attehded the'fuﬁctioﬁ.45 ;

The(changlng attitude of youno women, sPec1ully of
widecws, is best illustrated by,an incident that took
place in a remote ccrner of Tamll maeu. RUKMANI an
Iyengar glrl fron qunarpudl Taluk; in Tangore Nistrict
z0o% rarrled when she wus 5 ycars cld, Three nonths
later, the bov died ana at that teni-r O’u, she cculd
not ccenrehcni the full Sl"ﬁlflC&ﬁC; cf wha t “his death
neant to her. At the 15th’ year, she was cannble nf.’
centrasting her ovmn positirJ with the:‘c cthers eﬁ
her cwh 23c. She.began uO think that it was nc feult
Gf.he;s, if thﬁ bey lel, and th vt she could ﬁct be
moﬁrning her w@ole life in menory of whoa she could
not even recall. Her riﬁd be:an‘tn reeclt tc the

1
lﬁJuSthb dcne tc ‘her and she made up” ‘her nind to fre
‘Hepself and marry aguln. She heard of sone Brah iin
i
copverts in TrlChanUOly who would Wllllnoly take her,

a8 shg could nct flnd anybcdy from her communltd.

- Em am e R ay T s VR g as TR TR T, s W Emm T e wp me TP TS o we

45. K.Subba Raé, Gp¢0it.,.p.202.
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One WOuAISWAMY, got seperated fron hlS w1fe lea ally
because of h1s conver51onk'was Wllllng to narry hpr.

,'On receiving a favourable reply, the girl escaped

one night‘to Trichlnopoly and marrled him.46

Contemporary novels show, hcw wonen and at tinmes

the whole family embraced Christlanity for the sake nf

..re-rarriape,47 ARUNACHALAM the hero of a novel called j
'KAMALSHI' wanted to narry off hls (4 ycars ad W1deed‘

'51ster. On getting no . encouraging response. from the
authcrltlgs of Hindu rullnion, he enbraoed Chrlstanlty

i w1th hlb whnle fanily. ) : |

k Dnb-ldenad by.such acts, an nlg lady f;om tﬁé_

'*Oldsﬁlth c.omrun falt. nltv for her fﬂunw viVWin A

w11¢v ﬂau*htwr q“ﬂ gave hbr in ﬁarrlméﬁ‘to younv nan

o

frn1 her own cJﬁwunwtv p;f-In,fact,‘with the sPread <
cf fer ﬁlC.GQdCQthn, woman becamc'm0rcjand mere
 sympathetic tevards Widéwé, althbﬁgh;:they dig not
suppdrt‘the re-ﬁarria&es tdkina place in different’
purts of the prc31icncy. But it is n‘%”the nuhbbr that |
Cﬂunts, but 1t is rather the splrlt bf respcnsa that
has CCwa cver a sbctlon of wonen Wthh mattcrs.

“very wenen had feellnqs for the ‘widow but. had

no ccurage to set a81de thb ncnster custﬁn.49

46. Indian Social Refcr*vr, 6 onptc“ ar, +1896, p.,

7. Indian Social Reformer, 27 March, 1904, 1.366

48. Jr.u.\handqyutham 4L study of thb Sociclegical
¥ovels in TaﬁlL,(Un1v<rs1ty of Madras;1977)p.117

-~ 49. Indian Sccial uufOr““r, 4 le, 1895, p.76



-37
Soﬁe wonen thoeught that the allzsviatien ~f the sorrows-
of widows lay not in:thei} re—nafria#e hut iﬁ'}he
elevaticn of their pesition in their féﬁily. Such an
attitude resulted in establishment cof widew homes, in
order to give shelter to and elucate widows .and nake

shen econonically indepondent. V ”SSALING;L.CpDneJ a

widow Home at Madras in 1902 and provided then,

becarding and esducation free cf churﬂe.bo snni

%é’

csant

14

Ho

favourcd widow re-narriage cnly in the case of ch
Wid0w°51 and advised then to train thersclves as
teachers and nurscs and thereby naking w1dowh g

a ¢onsecréation to the service of humanity.sz ith
the exanple of SUBBU L/KSHMI, the first Tamil widcw .
graduate, widows accepting the job of toachire,

becar.c .acceptable. Zducated widows like Kamala

.Sathianathan, Subbulakshni, toc remainad §ilént

50.. Asthané Prathina, op. cite, p.35
51. Ibid, p.66 .
52 Indlan Sdcial Yefcrﬂer, 8 Januury,_1904, Tie 221
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w

"abou* the dssirability. cf the re-narricge  ¢f.
widows. However, it is quite evident that wonen's: .

attitudes followed the sane course as- that cf nmen's.
! | > ,

o

Men felt~that the knowledée_and fresdsn givog tc‘:
eur wémen rust be such, asvwere"éﬁitcd‘tg cur.
sociél’aiﬁsvané dorestic ideqls.53 Witﬁlthé;ﬁpreaﬁy
cf:educdfion and réfOrh; the Widows;épuid décidé

about their fuﬁurc fearlessly.

» - g e, . s 5

53. N.Subba Rao, op.cits, p.135
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THE MIGRATION OF TAMIT CULTURE I¥ SRI LANKA DURIHG TEE
‘ CHOLA PERID.
Dr.C.Selvaraj,M.A.,M.Phil.,Ph.D.,

The imperial Cholas are credited much for est.;bij;shing
_a stable empire with sound military and financial .
admlrusl.ratlve sys‘bem and also for the promotlon of
va.rlous art, archltecture, dance misic etcs in medleval
virl‘amllagar‘n,, .They were considéred as the powerfhl rulers,
maintained a standing army end navy and with that help -
Lﬁade frequent eXpeditigﬁs to+be neighboniting _coum.:ries.
They, after defeating their encmies, made suitabie-
arrangenents to introduce Tamil Culture and admnistrétive
syétems in those conquered countries. TAs they had a
powerful navel force, they madw raqué'nt successful
eApedltlons upon Srl Ie.nka a_d dqfeated them and estobli-
" shed Tamll rule in northcam Sri Lankﬂ and int roduced
Tamil Culture and Clv ilization that Q‘tlll thrlve there.
In this article an attempt has be=n made t ¢ analyse these
aSpeéts. ,

Ancient Tamil records claim that South India
maintaine@ 'close relations with Sri Tlanka even from the
rencte past. Howéver, " during their reign the imperial
= X X X e Xom X K= K= X X x-x-x—x-i-i-x;x-x-x;x-x- F- Xm XX Xm K=

* Tecturer in History, K.HM.Christian College,
Marthandan, K.K.District 629 165. Tapil Nadu.
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h oholas 0pened a new chapter 1n the ennale of their
‘f»..relatlons. The Chola emperors W1shed to expand their
empire far and wide and had shown much 1nterest to
acquire more a.nd more: wealth to promote varlous arts
d culturer They even cons1dered waglng of wars also X
an economic act1v1ty and used them to va_U.er more and
more Wealtl'z1 as well "as’ to spread thelr cultural .glorles
-in far off COuntrles. » ‘ _ A
The Chola emperors made freguent expeditibhs upon
Sri Lapka and won on many occasions. Parantaka I |
(907-955 ‘A.D+9 himself nade ‘an unsucces sful expedition
.-_dpon Sri Lanka.? 'Su'bsequentiy; Parantaka II .(957-973 A.D.)
had sent"an' arﬁy against Mahinda‘ Iv, the Sri Lanka King
in retallatlon for the help rendered by h:Lm to Vira Pandya
against -thée Oholas but it 06 fa.lled to achieve an;ythlng.3
But, dur:.ng the reign of RaJaraJa T (985-1014 A.D.) the
Cholas won the war agalnst the Sri Lanka ng and establlshed
thelr sovere:.gnlty over nqrthem Srl Lanka.4 |
The Chola emperors then Iounded Tamil rule in northem

Sri Lanka and effected greater Changes in the Politico-

Sooio-r.conomlc structure of Sri . Lanka. As a flrst step

=X XXt X o Ko oo Ko Ko Xom Yo Kome X e x.. XomZ o Xom Ko Ko Ko X-X- Ko x-x—x —x o X

1e CuSelvaraj, War: an economlc actlva.tx u d 1
nder Imperla

Cholas (Unpublish stor:.cal Soc:Lety,
urai, 1989, ‘

2. K.K.Pillay South Indig and Sr _
 Madras, 19’75 P02, = I:anka, Unlver.sa_j;y of

2. A.R.B. 1914, VOl Jok %,15, E_._I_[_.VOl.XII-p.124 5 A

. S’.'Tﬁ"., Vol.II, No.8
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they shifted the capital to Polonoruva and renamed v 1

as Janathamangalam, obviocusly nfter Jananaths one of
the titles of Rajaraja I.5 He then organised Srl Lania.
1nto a mandala of the Chola empire and appOlnted a Chola
Governor there to rule under his sovereignity. He -
stationed some-of the military regiments int he conquerred
country to assist the newly eétablished civil administra=
~ tion as they had done at Kottaru and other p;rts of

South India. They further introduced the Chola- currency

system6

end ather aneip.ealtinal c?anges which still
have their effects. '

Thé Chola emperors were o;thodox Saivites; very kgen-
in spreading Saivis¢én in thglconquefed counfries. -
Therefore, they constructed many Siva temple;s' in 1‘:he newly
conqﬁered countriés ad took steps to spreadrﬁinduisdn.

In narthern Sri Lanka at Jananathamengalam Rajaraja I

-~ constructed =2 beautlful stone temple and dedlcated it to.
ﬁOrd_Siva. The architecture of the temple resembles

with its counterparts of the 10th and 11th centuaries

in the Chola territory o Medicval Temilagam.’ In addition
to this; thé admihistrative officials themselvqs;‘constru—

cted numerous temples'in praise of their Gods. For

ol

X e K owe T Ko X—Y =X =X=X=X -X—X—X—Y ~XemF X X X Ko Xoe X en Ko X X e

5o AJR.E. 132 of 191 O- -
6, H.W.Eodrrlngton, Coins of Ceylon, pp. 84-85.

7. ASCAR, 1953, pp.t/.




) instance,vaniofficer named Nallur Kilqvan, cbnstrﬁéted

the Siva témble at Colomﬁoﬂand naned it as Mamuudi--
cholamandalathu RaJiigeswarum.8r;Another temple'Was
constructed at Jaranathunqngdlum and named as Vanavan~“

, madeV1eeswaram9- in honoar of the mother of RaJaraJa Ts
If'bne studieg the érchitactmal.dnd sculptgral_ féatﬁré%‘
of”thesé_temples he can sec fhat_they-éle;rly refiect
the Tamll temple beauty. | _ .

Apart fron %hls, many chola 1n0011pt10ﬂs have .also
been found in Srl Lanka. Thby clearly testlfy to the
donatlons made to these templpq by the- Tqmll Kings who
had alno celcbrated the ft,stlvalsy For 1nstance, the.
1nscr1ptlons found at Trlncomalee dlstrlct refer to the

. donaflons made by the Tamils $o0 a Buddhlst sanctuary. ;

It is stated that the shrlne itself vnq renaned as

RaJaraJaperumpalll after. RaJaraJa 110. Furthergﬁagendra's,

tenples also named as Raaaraaueswaram1l.; 'are»still f ound

in places such as Mathottam; Further these templeg “ére

constructed by using granlte stone as the Cholas did

| in Tamll country and the archltectural style clearly

attest the Tamil temple art. Slmllarlywat:Jananathap *?3

mangalan the ingcriptiOns»rGVEal the donationshméde tb

. jo Ko K e X—X-— X

X—- X X— XX e Kem b.CY O oy iy G, O, 'X.a- x—x—x -X-X—X—X-X-
8. S. 1;1_ Vol.II.No.1388 . |
9. s 1. Vol.Rv.No.1388.
}? CAR, 1953, pp 9-12.°

RE.E. 61670f 1912; Sil.1. Vol.IV No.14. 2%,
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the temples by the Chola Klnus such -as Rajaraja, Rajendrsa,

Adn.rag endra etc. 12

The Cholas, apa:r:t from construct:.ng temples, mtroduced
“all the actn.v:.t::.es of the Tomil temple cudture in

«BPL- Lanka. They 1ntroduced the typlcal devadas:. systen
‘in-8ri Lanka. It is recorded that after constructlng

»,>the Hindu. devala,yas in Ceylon, Raaa.raga I 1ntroduced

.the system by transportlng devadas:.e from Tamzl ccuntry,

| erd 11; had taken deep root in ohe 1sland. Ibn Batuta,

~ the Moorlsh traveller who was in Ceylon probably from
A1342—43 A.D. says that aboat 500 danclzg @.rls bom of

: }1dolatorms fathers (mndu.g) sang and danced beforc

God Dineswaral?, PFurther as a result of the frequent

n_aveiiexpeditions to C(laylon,' all the Tamil institutions
and cultures _migfated ’along,with the army which have its

e _imﬁact even today. TFor instance the pecﬁliar Chola

institution of Velsikkaras (the loyal wing of the army )

found hold in Sri Ianks also. They were given important
) assign‘ment's of pr‘otecting inportant leaders ami- properties.

_ The vela.lkkaras of V:L,Ja,yabahu I vere entms’ted with the

' protectlon of the Buddhist tooth rehc temple and ‘aliso
. the maragemmt of the Gharltable endowments made to the

- X- Ko Koo x— X x- X-—X— X— X— Xre X Xom X—- Xom Xea X=X —X—X—-X—X—X—X—X—X-—X—X

12 S.tel. Vol.II, para 12—-15,, ASC.,1906, p.17 ff. -
13s M.D.ﬁaghavan, India in Ceyloneses hls‘quL Society
and Culture, Madras, 1964, p.68;
K A Nilzgkanta Sastri, Foreign Wotlces, on South India,

Madras, 1971 s D.276.




Siva temp]e at Ka.ntalay. It is remarkable to .see: 'bha'b

this temple was called VlJayfwra;;eesxvaram wh:.ch shows ,
that it m:.ght elther be oons‘cructed or mmntalned by |
b.if']14 CEhJ.s 1nst1’cutlon mlght have gone to Ceylon along
wi th the Chola expa.ns1on in Ceylon and. they contlnued to

be powerful and influential even after the d;,sappeax_a;;ce

.of‘ Chola rule there. Mhe Pali C'hroniclesrcoiﬁpl’-ain that

when the Slnghalese Klngs planned reprlsals age,lnst

Temil rule, Velalkkarars in Sri Lanka romalneé a hlndrence.
Apart from this, Salv:l.sm had also taken g deep root

in the J.sland. We havc a:.:lplo testlmony to show that '

Trlncomaloa, am Tlrukl«:otlsvara,,‘ werd the great centres of

Salvn.sn. Dev:;.ram contawns hymns sung by St. Samba.ndar in

honour of the pres:Ldlng dt,l'tfl.t,S of these tomples. It 1s

gsaid that Ugra31ge.m of Sri Lanka 1s ‘said to hc,.VL merrled

a Chola. pmnccss who erected the temples of Ka.ndasamv a‘b_

Mav1ttapuran J.n Srd Lanku in the 8th Centuary AJD. The

Chola prlncess reported t0 have made a spec:.al request

to her father to send a Brahm.n called Pemye.manatular

of Chlde.mbaram to officiate as Priest of the temple. - The

request was complied with, ? A few incomple tg 1nscript1cns

of Rajara I are also found at Srl Lanka whlch refcr to

the endowments to the Siva ’cemples in Srl Lanka. '

=Ko X— Xe= X—X—X—- X—X—X—X-—X—X—X"X—X-X-X" Xe=

—-—-

15. K.X. Plllay, __p_.clt., Pal%56,

X-_X-x~x~x—'x-x_x-x_x-x »
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A mutilated record of Adi R&,]ul“d.ra, son and successor of
Vira Ram*ﬁra, the last king of tho Vi JJJeya Chola

line, found in P> lormuruv bl gist a gift of gold

endowed by Solavaravan of the C‘wlq dynasty for llghtlrg

a perpe'h;al lamp in the tbmplb oft leavemadevz.sv'aramudalyar

16,

at Polora,ruva Suthc.mulll A,hsu: do.ughtc,r of kulotiunga

and the queen of Vijayabahu I ,Qf Sri Lenka nade endoments
for lighting a perpetual lamp in the Siva tenple at )

s il

Pbéala’_'?. The ep_igraphi.cal.3011rces_sﬁggest fhat gven
Buddhist moﬁaréhs of Sri Ianka Patronized S'zvism. Nisrsan;
kcﬁ&ll, a successor of Par'ﬂ"r'm vbahu I wd contemporc_.ry

- of -Kulothunga III was an ardaq'c ‘Ruddhlst. He c;n.rected

a Siva temple g Ramaswarag‘1.8 and 2algo built and naintained
a sena.natc alms hull in the tem‘:le.!g

e These inforna tl ong clcarly test:.fy that Tanllagan
méintained close c_ultun;alr rclations with Sri Lenka during
the-Chola 'peri_oa_. . '

i s Tyl
= Koo Ko Ko X o Ko X—X—X-X—X— X—-X— Y—X—-X—X—l—X-X-X-X—X—X-X—X- X Xom

16, §..l..l Vol.IV, No. 1988.
:17. B.Z. Vol.IIZ. ..
18. .E.LZ.:. Vol.T, No.9.

19. FeZs vOl.i I No. 29."
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LIST OF TCPICS IN WHICH RESEARCH WAS CARRIED ON THE
TAMILNADU ARCHIVES DURING OCTOBER1993-MARCH 1994.
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